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	EQUALITY SCHEME
EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY

	Staff /  Committee involved in development: 
	 Teaching and Learning Committee;
 Headteacher 

	For use by:  
	Staff, Governors and Parent/Carers 

	This policy relates to statutory guidance: 

 
	1998 Education Reform Act

	Key related Farndon Policies: 

 
	RE Curriculum policy  

	Equality Impact Assessment: Does this document impact on any of the following groups?  If YES, state positive or negative impact, and complete an Equality Impact Assessment Form or action plan, and attach.   

	Groups: 
	Yes/ No 
	Positive/Negative impact 

	Disability 
	No 
	 

	Race 
	Yes 
	Positive as cultural elements explored in assemblies

	Gender 
	No 
	 

	Age 
	No 
	 

	Sexual Orientation 
	No
	

	Religious and Belief
	Yes
	Celebrate other religions and beliefs. Option given to opt out of collective worhsip

	Gender Reassignment 
	No 
	 

	Marriage & Civil Partnership  
	No 
	 

	Pregnancy & Maternity 
	No 
	 

	Other 
	No 
	 

	Reviewed by 
 
	Teaching and Learning

	Agreed by 
	

	Next Policy review date 
	Feb 2024

	A copy of this form, and any related impact assessment form or action plan must be sent to the school office 


The purpose of this policy is to set out the philosophy, aims and resourcing of Collective Worship in Farndon Primary School. It adheres to the Rights of the child and article 14 where every child has the right to think and believe what they choose. 
Mission Statement

“Unlocking the potential”

Framework/Context

Collective worship takes place in accordance with the requirements of the 1988 and 1993 Education Acts.

Aims

· To promote the religious, spiritual, moral, physical and mental well being of all those in the school community.

· To explore certain ideas, activities, attitudes and feelings with a view to understanding them from a religious perspective.

· To develop a sense of awe and wonder.

· To come together as a school family.
· To reinforce the moral values which our school actively promotes. 
Skills

Through collective worship we hope to give the children opportunities to

· Reflect on their own and other’s experiences

· Help children to find out more about themselves

· Learn more about the world in which they live

· Consider the beliefs of others and how they influence people

· Explore prayer

· Praise God

· Give opportunities to be still, quiet and reflective

· Respond to stories and music

· Develop a caring attitude towards self and others

Planning Worship

On the website, there is a yearly overview of the themes we cover across the year. All collective worship is planned on a half termly basis.  As a school we hold 1 whole school assembly every week and this assembly is based on around one of our school values or learning attitudes. 
Themes are related, where possible, to notable dates in the calendar from a variety of cultures and religions.  Stories from different faith groups are also included, including those from the Bible.  Spiritual Assemblies are of a broadly Christian nature and Reverend Scurr is invited in to lead assemblies on a 2 weekly basis to each Key Stage. 
Values assemblies centre around those that the school focus on: friendship, respect, kindness, responsibility, perseverance and creativity. They also focus on British values such as democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutal respect and tolerance of other faiths. 
Act of Worship 

Every child has a daily opportunity to worship.  The week is as follows:

· 1 Key Stage assembly with a singing focus. 
· 1 class assembly follow up theme from Friday with the teacher.

· 1 class assembly focusing on SMSC curriculum.
· 1 class assembly for a “Final Thought”. 

· 1 whole school assembly in the hall based on values, social moral and cultural.
This provides the opportunity for the children to be in smaller groups, which enables more individuals to take part.

Participation

The Head teacher and members of staff are involved in leading collective worship.  Every effort is made to involve children, where appropriate.

We welcome other visitors into the school to help broaden the children’s experiences.  

Special Events

Farndon School celebrates many important events in the Christian Calendar.  Each year the school celebrates Harvest, Christmas and Easter as well as many topical events.  At times of major Christian festivals children are given opportunities to have an act of worship at Saint Chad’s Church.

We also explore the celebration of other religious festivals through both our cultural collective worship and our religious education scheme of work.

Records

A record is kept of collective worship that has taken place, including links to SMSC, British Values and Children’s Rights.  This is used as a starting point for future development. The half termly timetables are also shared with parents on the school website. 
Pupils are also invited to contribute to whole school discussion on the themes that have been discussed. Thought provoking questions are posed to the children on the discussion page found on the school’s virtual learning platform or on their Google Classroom. 
Responsibility

The Head Teacher and Collective Worship Co-ordinator share responsibility for the planning, implementation and monitoring of collective worship.  The Collective Worship Co-ordinator is responsible for the dissemination of information; ‘in-house discussion’ and attending relevant training courses.

Health and Safety

All activities in collective worship are carried out with due consideration for the children’s safety at all times.

Equal Opportunities

All children regardless of gender will have the opportunity to participate fully in the collective worship offered in school.  See Equal Opportunities Policy.
Special Needs
We are aware of individual needs of the children in our care.  Every attempt is therefore made to ensure that materials and presentation is appropriate to a range of abilities, aptitudes and interests.
Right of Withdrawal

We expect all children to attend collective worship. However, any parent can request permission for their child to be excused from attending religious collective worship and the school will make alternative arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. Parents do not have to explain or give reasons for this. This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the 1988 Education Reform Act. 4.2 The Headteacher keeps a record of all children who withdraw from collective worship. ( 0 at time of writing)
This is in accordance with circ 1/94 para 83-88
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